


TECHNICAL DETAILS
�/�c�Z�u�Y���N�q�R�P�Z�u�r���M�f�u�Y���Y�Z�r���E�d�P�����E���Z�R�d�†�r���b�R�E�P�R�q�r�Y�Z�n��
���l���Z�d���d�E�u�Z�f�d�E�b���b�R�X�E�b���E�r�r�f�N�Z�E�u�Z�f�d�r�g���c�f�r�u���d�f�u�E�M�b�~��
�u�Y�R�����c�R�q�Z�N�E�d�����r�r�f�N�Z�E�u�Z�f�d���W�f�q�����v�r�u�Z�N�R�g���W�f�q���M�R-
ing able to scour the country for the best ex-
pert witnesses on the Sterigenics case.

“We know (many) lawyers around the 
�N�f�v�d�u�q�~�g�� �E�d�P�� �u�Y�E�u�� �d�R�u�|�f�q�a�Z�d�X�� �E�b�b�f�|�r�� �v�r�� �u�f��
�q�R�E�N�Y���f�v�u���u�f���W�f�b�a�r���E�d�P���X�R�u���u�Y�R�Z�q���R�}�n�R�q�Z�R�d�N�R�r�g�„��
he said. 

LaCien added: “One of the experts we had 
was involved in the International Agency for 
�.�R�r�R�E�q�N�Y�� �f�d�� ���E�d�N�R�q�� �x�����.���y�� �r�u�v�P�Z�R�r�� �f�W�� �R�u�Y�~�b-
�R�d�R�� �f�}�Z�P�R�l�� �x�����.���y�� �n�Z�N�a�r�� �N�R�q�u�E�Z�d�� �N�f�c�n�f�v�d�P�r�g��
�N�Y�R�c�Z�N�E�b�r�g�� �r�v�M�r�u�E�d�N�R�r�� �E�d�P�� �N�f�d�P�v�N�u�r�� �q�R-
�r�R�E�q�N�Y���f�d���x�u�Y�R�c�y�l�„

Expert witness vetting was intense for 
�/�c�Z�u�Y���E�d�P�����E���Z�R�d�g���Z�d�N�b�v�P�Z�d�X���c�v�b�u�Z�n�b�R���P�f�N�u�f�q�r��
and research leaders.

“There was a process we went through in 
working with these experts to decide which 
experts we were going to work with and get-
�u�Z�d�X���u�Y�R���Z�d�W�f�q�c�E�u�Z�f�d�� �u�Y�R�~���d�R�R�P�g�„�� ���E���Z�R�d���r�E�Z�P�l��
�ƒ�����b�f�u���f�W���u�Y�R�c���Y�E�P���q�R�r�R�E�q�N�Y���f�d���u�Y�R�Z�q���f�|�d�g���E�d�P��
�Z�u���|�E�r���E���n�q�f�N�R�r�r���u�Y�E�u���u�Y�R���’�q�c�r���q�R�E�b�b�~���|�f�q�a�R�P��
�|�R�b�b���u�f�X�R�u�Y�R�q���f�d�l�„

�/�c�Z�u�Y���Z�r���Z�c�n�q�R�r�r�R�P���|�Z�u�Y�����E���Z�R�d�†�r���E�M�Z�b�Z�u�~���u�f��
quickly know the science that goes into any 
�N�E�r�R�g���R�r�n�R�N�Z�E�b�b�~���|�Z�u�Y���/�u�R�q�Z�X�R�d�Z�N�r�l��

“He has a really excellent ability to under-
standing these technical areas — both in the 
�b�E�|���E�d�P���E�b�r�f���u�Y�R���r�N�Z�R�d�N�R���r�Z�P�R�g�„���Y�R���r�E�Z�P�l���ƒ�����P�f�d�†�u��
�a�d�f�|���|�Y�R�q�R���u�Y�E�u���N�f�c�R�r���W�q�f�c�l�„

LaCien and Smith had to learn about how 
�R�u�Y�~�b�R�d�R�� �f�}�Z�P�R�� �N�E�v�r�R�r�� �N�E�d�N�R�q�g�� �u�Y�R�� �|�R�E�u�Y�R�q��
data to learn about how his clients might 
have been exposed to the cancer-causing 
�E�X�R�d�u�g���E�d�P���c�f�q�R�l

�ƒ���d���u�Y�Z�r���N�E�r�R�g���Z�u���|�f�v�b�P���M�R���N�E�d�N�R�q���E�u���u�Y�R���n�f�n-
�v�b�E�u�Z�f�d���b�R�{�R�b�g�„�����E���Z�R�d���r�E�Z�P�l���ƒ�1�Y�E�u���c�R�E�d�r���|�Y�R�d��
you see statistics for cancer rates or other 
�P�Z�r�R�E�r�R���q�E�u�R�r�g���u�Y�f�r�R���E�q�R���f�W�u�R�d�u�Z�c�R�r���E�q�q�Z�{�R�P���E�u��
�M�~���R�n�Z�P�R�c�Z�f�b�f�X�Z�r�u�r�g���r�f�c�R���f�W���|�Y�Z�N�Y���E�q�R���c�R�P�Z-
�N�E�b���P�f�N�u�f�q�r�l�����v�u���r�f�c�R�u�Z�c�R�r���u�Y�R�~���E�q�R���d�f�u�l�„

He added: “The medical science was more 
closely associated with breast and certain 
�M�b�f�f�P���N�E�d�N�R�q�r�g�� �X�R�d�R�q�E�b�b�~���b�R�v�a�R�c�Z�E�r�� �E�d�P���b�~�c-
�n�Y�f�c�E�r�l�� �1�Y�R�q�R�� �|�R�q�R�� �r�R�{�R�q�E�b�� �r�v�M�N�E�u�R�X�f�q�Z�R�r�g��
�E�d�P���E�b�b���f�W���u�Y�E�u���|�E�r���f�d���E�d�~���X�Z�{�R�d���N�E�r�R�g���n�E�q�u���f�W��
�u�Y�R���E�d�E�b�~�r�Z�r�g���E�r���|�R�b�b���E�r���n�E�q�u���f�W���u�Y�R���R�{�Z�P�R�d�N�R�l�„

LaCien said that when cases neared going 
�u�f�� �u�q�Z�E�b�g�� �Y�Z�r�� �N�b�Z�R�d�u�r�� �|�f�v�b�P�� �Y�E�{�R�� �u�f�� �c�E�n�� �u�Y�R�Z�q��
lives over the years to show how much expo-
sure they would have had.

�ƒ�1�Y�R�~�†�q�R���E�r�a�R�P���W�f�q���E���b�f�u���f�W���Z�d�W�f�q�c�E�u�Z�f�d�l���8�R��
�Y�E�P���u�f���R�}�n�b�E�Z�d���u�f���u�Y�R�c���u�Y�R���d�R�R�P���E�d�P���|�Y�~���Z�u�†�r��

�M�R�Z�d�X�� �P�f�d�R�g�„�� �Y�R�� �r�E�Z�P�l�� �ƒ�#�d�� �E�b�b�� �u�Y�R�r�R�� �N�E�r�R�r�g�� �Z�u��
�X�f�R�r�� �M�E�N�a�� �u�f�� �u�Y�R�� �n�q�Z�{�Z�b�R�X�R�� �E�d�P�� �u�q�v�r�u�l�� �:�f�v�†�q�R��
working with these people and delving into 
�u�Y�R�Z�q�� �b�Z�{�R�r�� �E�d�P�� �Y�R�E�b�u�Y�� �Y�Z�r�u�f�q�Z�R�r�l�� ���R�W�R�d�P�E�d�u�r��
�f�W�u�R�d���u�q�~���u�f���a�R�R�n���u�Y�Z�d�X�r���E�r���u�f���|�Y�E�u�†�r���q�R�b�R�{�E�d�u�l��
Clients are often asked to open the book to 
�u�Y�R�Z�q���b�Z�{�R�r�l�����u�†�r���d�f�u���E�b�|�E�~�r���W�E�Z�q�g���M�v�u���~�f�v���Y�E�{�R���u�f��
talk to them about all their health histories. 
�/�f�c�R�u�Z�c�R�r�� �c�E�d�~�g�� �c�E�d�~�� �~�R�E�q�r�� �M�R�W�f�q�R�� �|�Y�E�u-
�R�{�R�q���Y�E�n�n�R�d�R�P�l�„

Smith and LaCien say managing all their 
�N�b�Z�R�d�u�r�†�� �Z�d�P�Z�{�Z�P�v�E�b�� �N�f�d�N�R�q�d�r�� �|�E�r�� �P�Z�W�’�N�v�b�u�g��
�r�Z�d�N�R�� �u�Y�R�r�R�� �|�R�q�R�� �E�b�b�� �Z�d�P�Z�{�Z�P�v�E�b�� �N�E�r�R�r�g�� �d�f�u�� �E��
class action suit. The team kept them in-
formed of the latest proceedings with weekly 
calls and emails.

Sterigenics was a massive undertaking 
�W�f�q���E���d�R�|���’�q�c���X�R�u�u�Z�d�X���Z�u�r���r�R�E���b�R�X�r���P�v�q�Z�d�X���u�Y�R��
���#�7������ �n�E�d�P�R�c�Z�N�g�� �M�v�u�� �/�c�Z�u�Y�� �E�d�P�� ���E���Z�R�d�� �E�q�R��
�n�q�f�v�P���f�W���u�Y�R���’�q�c�†�r���|�f�q�a���Z�d���X�R�u�u�Z�d�X���p�v�E�b�Z�u�~���q�R-
sults for their clients. 

�ƒ�#�d�N�R�� �~�f�v�†�{�R�� �P�f�d�R�� �r�f�c�R�u�Y�Z�d�X�� �b�Z�a�R�� �u�Y�E�u�g��
�u�Y�R�q�R�†�r���E���c�v�N�Y���X�q�R�E�u�R�q���N�f�c�W�f�q�u���b�R�{�R�b���Z�d���P�f�Z�d�X��
�Z�u���E�X�E�Z�d���E�d�P���E�X�E�Z�d�g�„���/�c�Z�u�Y���r�E�Z�P�l

�ƒ���u�� �|�E�r�� �b�f�N�E�b�� �’�q�c�r�� �W�f�q�� �u�Y�R�� �c�f�r�u�� �n�E�q�u�g�� �E�d�P��
�R�{�R�q�~�f�d�R�� �n�q�R�u�u�~�� �c�v�N�Y�� �a�d�R�|�� �R�E�N�Y�� �f�u�Y�R�q�g�„�� 
���E���Z�R�d�� �r�E�Z�P�l�� �ƒ���u�� �|�E�r�� �E�� �W�v�b�’�b�b�Z�d�X�� �R�}�n�R�q�Z�R�d�N�R�� �u�f��
work with people. Everyone was really coop-
erative and trying to get the best result for ev-
�R�q�~�M�f�P�~���Z�d�{�f�b�{�R�P�l�„

jmcnally@lawbulletinmedia.com

“He [LaCien]  
has a really ex-
cellent ability to 
understanding 
these te�nical 
areas – both in 
the law and also 
the science side,” 
he said. “I don’t 
know where that 
comes from.” 
— TODD A. SMITH

Brian LaCien
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